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President on May 13, 2019, be referred 
jointly to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources and the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the 
following nominations: Executive Cal-
endar Nos. 189, 192, and 194. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nominations. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nominations of Jane L. 
Corwin, of New York, to be Commis-
sioner on the part of the United States 
on the International Joint Commis-
sion, United States and Canada; Robert 
C. Sisson, of Michigan, to be Commis-
sioner on the part of the United States 
on the International Joint Commis-
sion, United States and Canada; and 
Lance V. Yohe, of North Dakota, to be 
Commissioner on the part of the 
United States on the International 
Joint Commission, United States and 
Canada. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the nominations 
en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate vote on the 
nominations with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that if confirmed, the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table; that the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action; that no further 
motions be in order; and that any 
statements related to the nominations 
be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the Corwin, Sisson, 
and Yohe nominations? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the 
following nomination: Executive Cal-
endar No. 185. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Matthew H. 
Tueller, of Utah, a Career Member of 
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Republic of Iraq. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the nomination. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate vote on the 
nomination with no intervening action 
or debate; that if confirmed, the mo-

tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments related to the nomination be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Tueller nomi-
nation? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 172; that the nominations be 
confirmed; that the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate; that no further motions be in 
order; that any statements related to 
the nominations be printed in the 
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action, 
and the Senate then resume legislative 
session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows: 

IN THE COAST GUARD 

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Coast Guard to 
the grade indicated under title 14, U.S.C. sec-
tion 271(e): 

To be rear admiral (Lower Half) 

Capt. Brendan C. McPherson 
Capt. Douglas M. Schofield 
Capt. Andrew M. Sugimoto 
Capt. Richard V. Timme 
Capt. Todd C. Wienmers 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING SEYMOUR BRYSON 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, basket-
ball brought Seymour Bryson to the 
Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale in 1955. He had a record-set-
ting career at the school, winning most 
valuable player all 4 years, setting a 
then-school record in scoring and hold-
ing the school’s record for rebounds, 
which stands to this day. As remark-
able as his basketball career was, Sey-
mour went on to make his mark with 
more than four decades of work mak-
ing SIU a better place. 

Seymour was a three-degree alumnus 
of SIU, earning a bachelor’s degree in 

social work in 1959, a master’s degree 
in rehabilitation counseling in 1961, 
and a doctorate in educational psy-
chology in 1972. At the time, he was 
one of three African Americans to 
progress from assistant professor to 
full professor at SIU, first African- 
American associate dean of a college, 
and the second of three African-Amer-
ican deans. 

Generations of all ages could come to 
Seymour for advice. It was that kind of 
trust that earned him leadership roles 
throughout the community. He was ac-
tive in a variety of roles, including 
president of the Carbondale chapter of 
the NAACP, member and chair of the 
Diversifying Faculty Initiative, presi-
dent of the Jackson County 708 Mental 
Health Board, and president and mem-
ber of the board of directors of the 
Carbondale United Way. 

Seymour received numerous awards 
throughout his life, including the Sen-
ator Emil Jones Mentoring Award, the 
Introspect Access Award, the Distin-
guished Service Award from the Illi-
nois Committee on Black Concerns in 
Higher Education, and the 2019 SIU 
Distinguished Alumni Award for his 
humanitarian impact. 

His family was never far from his 
heart. He loved time with his grand-
children. They had wonderful trips to 
Dairy Queen and seeing movies to-
gether. They got their love of reading 
through him and their trips to book-
stores. He captured much of these mo-
ments in film as an amateur photog-
rapher. 

Seymour helped define what it meant 
to be a Saluki in his career and life. He 
passed away on May 5, we remember 
him for his service to his community. 

Seymour is survived by his loving 
wife of 59 years, Marjorie Bryson; son, 
Todd Bryson; daughters, Robin Bryson 
and Keri and her husband Stephen 
Burns; grandchildren, Jordan Bryson, 
Keric Young, Kendall Young, Adrian 
Bryson, Francesca Sanchez, Fernando 
Sanchez, and Isaiah Burns; sisters, 
Susie Barnes and Janice Bryson Carol 
and her husband Paul Henry of 
Carbondale, and brother, Raymond and 
his wife Cynthia Bryson; and a host of 
nieces, nephews, and dear friends. 

f 

REMEMBERING HARVEY WELCH 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it didn’t 

feel historic at the time for Harvey 
Welch, but it was. Harvey, a native of 
Centralia, IL, came to Southern Illi-
nois University Carbondale on a bas-
ketball scholarship and became the 
first Black student at the university to 
letter in basketball in 1951. He achieved 
this 3 years before the Brown v. Board 
ruling found school segregation uncon-
stitutional. 

Harvey played basketball at SIU 
from 1951 to 1954. He also was the first 
Black student to complete the ROTC 
program at the university. When he 
finished college, he joined the U.S. Air 
Force and was one of the first three 
Black officers to be promoted to lieu-
tenant colonel. 
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Never forgetting SIU, Harvey came 

back to Carbondale after he retired 
from the Air Force in 1975. He became 
the first Black dean of student life at 
SIU and served as vice chancellor of 
student affairs from 1987 to 2000. 

In addition to SIU, Harvey continued 
serving his community through the 
Carbondale Park District, Rotary 
International, and Southern Illinois 
Regional Social Services. His work 
earned him the Carbondale Chamber of 
Commerce Citizen of the Year Award in 
2007. 

SIU recognized with the Distin-
guished Service Award during com-
mencement in 2018. For 22 years, stu-
dents benefited not only from his lead-
ership and wisdom, but from the Har-
vey and Trish Welch Scholarship Fund 
too. 

Harvey helped define what it meant 
to be a Saluki. He loved hunting and 
golf, but his commitment to SIU and 
his family came first. Future genera-
tions of Salukis will continue to look 
up to Harvey’s legacy of service and 
dedication. 

On May 4, Harvey passed away after 
an extraordinary life of service to his 
country and his community. 

Harvey is survived by his four chil-
dren and their spouses: Harvey Cato 
Welch and Anita, Gordon Patrick 
Welch and Retha, Karen Annette Welch 
Edwards and Terry, and Brian David 
Welch and Petrice. He leaves behind 11 
grandchildren, 3 great-grandchildren, 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I was 

necessarily absent for votes on May 13, 
May 14, and May 15 so I could return to 
Hawaii to tend to a family matter. 

On May 13, had I been present, I 
would have voted nay on the cloture 
motion, motion to invoke cloture: Mi-
chael J. Truncale to be a United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Texas. 

On May 14, had I been present, I 
would have voted nay on the nomina-
tion, Confirmation of Michael J. 
Truncale to be a United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Texas 
and nay on the cloture motion, motion 
to invoke cloture: Kenneth Kiyul Lee 
to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Ninth Circuit. 

On May 15, had I been present, I 
would have voted nay on the nomina-
tion, Confirmation of Kenneth Kiyul 
Lee to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the Ninth Circuit, nay on the clo-
ture motion, motion to invoke cloture: 
Wendy Vitter to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana, nay on the cloture motion, 
Motion to invoke cloture: Brian J. 
Bulatao to be an Under Secretary of 
State for Management, and nay on the 
cloture motion (motion to invoke clo-
ture: Jeffrey A. Rosen to be Deputy At-
torney General. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent but, had I been 
present, would have voted no on roll-
call vote No. 114, the confirmation of 
Wendy Vitter, of Louisiana, to be the 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Louisiana.∑ 

f 

NOMINATION HOLD 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I am 
placing a hold on the nomination of 
David M. Satterfield, who has been 
nominated to serve as Ambassador to 
Turkey. My objection comes down to 
one increasingly irrefutable point: the 
State Department’s, through Ambas-
sador Satterfield, consistent efforts to 
protect the Palestinian Authority and 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
from liability and thereby undermine 
the rights of American victims of Pal-
estinian terrorism. This stands in 
sharp contrast to the intent of Con-
gress. 

Last year, I introduced the Anti-Ter-
rorism Clarification Act, ATCA, in re-
sponse to recent court decisions that 
gutted the jurisdictional reach of the 
Anti-Terrorism Act of 1992, which I 
also authored. These decisions made it 
substantially more difficult for Amer-
ican victims to hold sponsors of inter-
national terrorism accountable in our 
nation’s courts. 

The ATCA expressed a clear prin-
ciple: If you accept taxpayer-backed 
assistance or maintain a presence in 
the United States, then you should be 
answerable in our courts if you are al-
leged to have supported terrorism that 
harmed or killed Americans. 

The bipartisan bill was considered 
through regular order, with markups in 
both Chambers, as a standalone bill, 
passed Congress without objection, and 
was signed into law by President 
Trump in October. Never once did the 
State Department or the administra-
tion raise a single concern. 

Yet, 2 months later, at the end of the 
115th Congress, the State Department 
began directly lobbying Congress for a 
‘‘fix’’ to the ATCA to remove certain 
forms of assistance from the statute, 
thereby allowing defendants like the 
Palestinian Authority to enjoy such 
benefits without risk of liability. Am-
bassador Satterfield led the State De-
partment team, with whom my staff 
attempted to negotiate in good faith 
over several weeks at the end of 2018 
and early this year. 

I offered numerous compromise pro-
posals to the State Department, in-
cluding delays of the foreign assistance 
provisions, a rule of construction to aid 
victims, and even a complete strike 
from the ATCA of the assistance that 
State Department deems so valuable. 
Never once, however, did State or Am-
bassador Satterfield demonstrate in-
terest in supporting language that 
would tangibly benefit victims. Rather, 
my bill seemed an annoyance to 
State’s priorities, and Ambassador 

Satterfield on several occasions vocal-
ized his concern about the law’s impact 
on the Palestinian Authority, who 
have been found liable in U.S. courts 
for supporting terrorist attacks 
against Americans. 

When my staff asked for any alter-
native ideas they would support to help 
victims, State’s team came back 
empty-handed, and after I found bipar-
tisan support for a compromise pro-
posal, the State Department made 
clear to other offices that it would not 
support the compromise unless and 
until Congress expressly protects the 
Palestinian Authority’s presence in the 
United States. 

I refuse to assist the State Depart-
ment in silencing any litigation argu-
ments of U.S. victims of terrorism. 

I also understand that recent efforts 
in the House of Representatives have 
proved futile in finding language that 
both benefits American victims and 
gets support from the State Depart-
ment. I am tired of our State Depart-
ment putting the interests of alleged 
sponsors of terrorism over those of our 
own citizens. The State Department 
should work in good faith with Con-
gress and victims by unambiguously 
demonstrating its support for restoring 
jurisdiction over sponsors of terrorism. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, for 
over 50 years, our Nation has preserved 
an annual tradition of honoring the 
brave men and women of law enforce-
ment who make the ultimate sacrifice. 
This act of remembrance dates back to 
President John F. Kennedy’s designa-
tion of a ‘‘Peace Officers Memorial 
Day’’ in 1962, which has evolved over 
the years to become National Police 
Week. Police Week now includes a 
weeklong celebration of our law en-
forcement officers and recognition for 
their sacrifices. 

Tens of thousands from the law en-
forcement community have descended 
upon Washington this week, as they 
gather near the National Law Enforce-
ment Memorial to remember their col-
leagues and their families. The memo-
rial was dedicated in 1991 to honor our 
local, State, and Federal law enforce-
ment officers killed in the line of duty. 
The long gray walls are curved in a 
way that makes them appear to go on 
forever. Over 21,000 names are perma-
nently inscribed into the marble walls 
as a reminder of the cost of maintain-
ing a free, safe, and civil society. 

On Wednesday, the 38th Annual Na-
tional Peace Officers’ Memorial Serv-
ice was held right outside on the West 
Front of the Capitol. During this sol-
emn ceremony, the names of 228 brave 
men and women were read in honor of 
their priceless contribution to their 
fellow citizens. 

Among those being remembered this 
week are six from my home State of 
South Carolina. Sergeant Terrence 
Carraway of the Florence Police De-
partment, Detective Micheal Doty of 
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